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Emerald Ballet Theatre Dancers Shine  
at Regional Dance Competitions  
 
Bellevue, WA – Dancers from Bellevue-based Emerald Ballet Theatre (EBT) took high honors at two 
regional dance competitions recently held in Bellevue.   
 

Youth America Grand Prix, January 9-11, 2015, Meydenbauer Theatre 
 

EBT’s “Matryoshki” (pictured left, at NUVO) won third place in the 
Ensemble category. The rousing Russian character dance, 
choreographed and coached by Roman Zinovyev, consisted of 
greater Eastside residents Sienna Clark, Madeleine Griffith, Elaina 
Hanson, Erica Hsia, Anna Jacobsen, Taylor Ka, Kaelyn Lefferts, 
Emeline Settlemyre, Samantha Springman and Danil Zinovyev.  
 
Many EBT soloists placed in the Top 12 of their respective categories 

against hundreds of dancers from 56 dance schools from Canada, Idaho, Oregon and Washington.  
 

 In the Pre-Competitive contemporary category (ages 9-11), McKenzie Wilson and Elizabeth Yan. 

 In the Pre-Competitive classical category (ages 9-11), Daniel Chernyavskiy, Emily O’Brien and 
Elizabeth Yan.  

 In the Junior classical category (ages 12-14), Danil Zinovyev. 

 In the Senior classical category (ages 15-18), Emeline Settlemyre. 
 

Soloists Natalie Bezruchkina, Emeline Settlemyre, Sami Springman and Elizabeth Yan, as well as two EBT 
ensembles, received a prized invitation to attend workshops at the April YAGP finals in New York City.   
 
YAGP is the world’s largest student ballet competition, with participants receiving educational 
opportunities and professional contracts from elite schools and companies. This is the fourth year 
Bellevue has hosted the regional Seattle semi-finals. “Participating in YAGP gives our most serious 
dancers a chance to develop their technique and artistry,” says Viktoria Titova, EBT’s Artistic Director. “I 
am happy that our students are continuing to gain recognition for their talent and hard work.”  
 

NUVO, February 6-8, 2015, Meydenbauer Center 
 
EBT dancers stood out among the competition in their first year at the Seattle 
NUVO Dance Convention, pushing their boundaries and holding their own 
amongst hundreds of dancers from the Northwest.  
 

 Madeleine Griffith, Kaelyn Lefferts (pictured right) and Emeline 
Settlemyre were selected as runner-up for the BreakOut Artist 
Scholarship Award. 

 Sienna Clark received a Jazz Standout Scholarship Award. She also earned 
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“High Gold” for her contemporary dance, “Colors,” choreographed by 
Daniel Wilkins and coached by Viktoria Titova.  

 Erica Hsia, Taylor Ka and Kristina Snyder (pictured right) received Ballet 
Standout Scholarship Awards. 

 
Sarah Jacobsen, EBT’s Programming Director, reflected, “NUVO was a new 
adventure for EBT. I’m so proud of the versatility and positive attitudes displayed 
by our dancers. EBT students are passionate and game.” 
 
NUVO Dance Convention is a national commercial dance competition and workshop experience for ages 
7+. Participants study with well-known faculty in a variety of dance forms from hip hop to ballet to 
contemporary, and experience the thrill of competition with the best dancers in their region.  
 

### 

 
Emerald Ballet Academy and Theatre was founded in 2007 by Artistic Director Viktoria Titova, former 

ballerina with the Bolshoi Theatre Grigorovich Company. EBT is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization that 

is committed to advancing the art of ballet through education, performance, community outreach, and 

collaboration with other arts organizations. The Academy offers high-quality training to pre-

professional, recreational or therapeutic students, ages 3 to adult. Registration for summer camps, 

classes and ballet intensives opens on February 15. Visit www.emeraldballet.org for more information. 
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