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Emerald Ballet Theatre’s The Nutcracker Delights Northshore Audiences   
With Artistry and Accessibility  
 
Bellevue, WA – Step inside the Stahlbaum’s house for the most memorable holiday party of the year! 
The magic of Emerald Ballet Theatre's (EBT) The Nutcracker returns to the Northshore Performing Arts 
Center on December 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 2:00 p.m. Now in its seventh season, EBT’s full-length production 
features splendid costumes, lavish sets and exquisite choreography in the Russian tradition. All 
performances feature the rousing Rainier Symphony Orchestra with David Waltman conducting. Ms. 
Viktoria Titova appears as the Sugar Plum Fairy, and Mr. Shane Tice is her Cavalier. 

 
Trained by masters of the Russian Vaganova style, Ms. Titova began touring with the 
Bolshoi Ballet Grigorovich Company at age 17, performing solo and ensemble roles on 
some of the world’s most famous stages. In the Pacific Northwest she has continued to 
perform and expand her talents. After four seasons as Artistic Director for Ballet Bellevue, 
she founded Emerald Ballet Theatre in 2007, and has been the Artistic Director ever since.  

 
Mr. Tice was born in Seattle, Washington, where he received his primary training from 
Ronald G. Tice and Magali Messac. He was a scholarship student at Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, Houston Ballet, School of American Ballet and American Ballet Theatre. His 
professional career includes dancing with the Minnesota Dance Theater, State Street Ballet 
in Santa Barbara, Smuin Ballet in San Francisco, and Festival Ballet on Rhode Island.  
 

They are joined by regional professionals and over 150 Emerald Ballet Academy (EBA) students, ages 6-
16. Megan Hong of Woodinville and Kristina Snyder of Bellevue share the role of little Clara. Erica Hsia of 
Bellevue and Emeline Settlemyre of Bothell play big Clara. Longtime EBA student Chloe Heninger of 
Preston has returned from a year at the Bolshoi and is understudying for the role of Sugar Plum Fairy. 
She will make her debut on December 14. 
 
Bellevue-based EBA is unique because while their pre-professional levels attract competitive students 
seeking rigorous and accelerated ballet training, the school also welcomes recreational dancers and 
children with therapeutic needs. Indeed, as EBT’s Programming Director, Sarah Jacobsen, puts it, “Part 
of the magic of EBT’s Nutcracker is seeing all our dancers perform on stage together, shining in their 
own special ways.” 
 
Tickets are now on sale by calling 425-984-2471 or visiting npacf.org: $20 for children under 17, $31.50 
for seniors, and $35 for adults. Parking at Bothell’s Northshore Performing Arts Center is ample, close 
and free.  
 
SPECIAL OFFER FOR CHILDREN’S GROUPS: 
Scouts, Camp Fire kids and other non-profit children’s groups are invited to attend the dress rehearsal 
on Saturday, December 7 at 10:00 a.m. at NPAC. Tickets are general admission, $9 each, and must be 
purchased through EBT by December 4. Email info@emeraldballet.org or mail order to: EBT, Attn: Dress 
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Rehearsal Tickets, 12368 Northup Way, Bellevue, WA 98005. Please note that because it is a dress 
rehearsal, some stops/repeats should be expected.  
 
MEDIA: 
A variety of gorgeous, high-resolution images from EBT’s The Nutcracker are available for media to 
download. Please contact Marketing Director Leah Clark at leah@emeraldballet.org for instructions.   

 
### 

 
Emerald Ballet Theatre is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization that is committed to advancing the art of 
ballet through education, performance, community outreach, and collaboration with other arts 
organizations. For more information, visit www.emeraldballet.org.  
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