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Local Ballet Dancers Competed for Top Honors 
  

Bellevue, WA – Local dancers from Emerald Ballet 
Theatre’s (EBT) academy brought home top honors 
this weekend from the Youth America Grand Prix 
(YAGP) 2014 semi-final ballet competition held at 
Meydenbauer Theatre. Some have qualified for the 
YAGP Finals in New York City in April, where they 
will compete against the best dancers in the world.  
 
EBT dancers Danil Zinovyev (11) of Marysville and 
Mackenzie Jones (11) of Snoqualmie took first place 
in the Ensemble category for their Bluebird Pas de 
Deux from Sleeping Beauty. The young couple was 
coached by Roman Zinovyev. 

      Sydney Jones, Mackenzie Jones, Danil Zinovyev 

 
Zinovyev also led a group of girls to a third place finish for the Russian folk dance entitled “Lezginka.” 
The group consisted of greater Eastside residents Daniella Adamyan (11), Sydney Jones (10), Kaylee 
Morris (11), McKenna Nelson (10), Nina Nemtchinov (11), Emily O’Brien (10), Elizabeth Yan (9), and 
Elizaveta Zakharova (11). These award-winning ensembles will advance to the Finals.   
 
In the Pre-Competitive Classical division for ages 9-11, Mackenzie Jones came in third place. Jamie 
Castillo (11) of Renton was a Top 12 finisher. In the Contemporary category, Ms. Jones and Ms. Castillo 
placed in the Top 12.    
 
In the Junior Classical division for ages 12-14, Sienna Clark (13) of Woodinville and Chloe Heninger (14) 
of Preston competed against over 85 regional dancers and landed in the Top 12. Their pride turned to 
excitement when they learned their high marks had qualified them for New York.  
 
Similarly, another Emerald Ballet Academy ensemble qualified for the April Finals by their score alone. 
“February,” choreographed and rehearsed by EBT’s Artistic Director Viktoria Titova, is set to 
Tchaikovsky’s Seasons and performed by Jamie Castillo (11), Sienna Clark (13), Maria Gringauze (11), 
Mackenzie Jones (11), Katrina Kuntz (11), and Aya Thygesen (12). 
 
In other honors, Emeline Settlemyre (15) of Bothell was awarded a partial scholarship to attend the 
summer intensive of her choice.  
 
Ms. Titova is thrilled for her dancers. “I am so pleased that Emerald Ballet will be well represented in 
New York. Our students are talented and dedicated, and these achievements reflect both their hard 
work and the high-quality instruction that EBT’s faculty takes such pride in.”  
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YAGP is the world’s largest student dance scholarship competition, with participants receiving 
educational opportunities and professional contracts from elite ballet schools and companies. For the 
third year Bellevue hosted one of 15 YAGP semi-finals held around the world. Approximately 230 
dancers representing 47 dance schools from nine states and two Canadian provinces competed locally 
on February 1-2. 

### 
 
Emerald Ballet Theatre, based in Bellevue, WA, is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization that is committed 
to advancing the art of ballet through education, performance, community outreach, and collaboration 
with other arts organizations. Emerald Ballet Academy is EBT’s affiliate school. For more information, 
visit www.emeraldballet.org.  
 
For more information about Youth America Grand Prix, visit www.yagp.org. 


